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“Your merits should be publicly recognized” (sTL0)

p ~ Norman Schatell

b Jon Lellenberg
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The name and profile of William
Gillette are [amiliar to Sherlockians
throughowr the world. He s consid-
ered the madel upon whom Frederic
Dorr Saeele hased his illusrians of
Sherlock Holmes. Born on July 24,
1853 in Connecteut, Willlam Hooker
Gillene began his professional career
om the stage. In 1899, he authared the
play “Sherlock Holmes,” and towred in
the starring role of Holmes [rom 1599
- 1932, He also wrote “The Painful
Predicament of Sherlock Holmes,”
which was first presented in 1905,
Gillette also went on o perform on
radio in the United States. On Oetober
20, 1930, NBC broadcas: "The

Speckled Band,” with Gillete as
Holmes. He died on April 29, 1937

Aefore he became, as Doyle biograph-
er John Dickson Carr wrone, “the liv.
ing image of Sherlock Holmes,”
Gillette was already a noted play-
wright. His first play, “The Prolessor,”
wis written in 1881 Two plays about
the Civil War followed. In 1886,
“Held by the Enemy” opened at
Madizon Square Garden in Mew York
City

In the years that followed, a tounng
company presented “Held by the
Enermy.” although not always with
Gillette. “Held by the Enemy” played
in the Minneapolis-5¢. Poul area in
Janwary 1888, December 1888, in
BB, January 1891, December 1821,
July 1898, and Augu=t 1906, A& sec-
ond Civil War drama, “Secret Service,”
opened in 1B95 with Maurice
Barrymaore as the lead.

The Sherfoclk Holmes
Collections has a copy of the
geript al “Held by the Enemy,”
with & copyright date of TESR
The script, without a cover, has
a titde page which reads “The
five-act war desms HELD BY
THE EMEMY 1aking place in a
southern city which has been
captured and occupied by
northern forces durng the
rebellion.™ Written by
William Gillete, copynighted
1RO8, the script was pub-
lished by Sanusel French,
offices in Mew York and
London. At the top of the
page i5 an address -
Constance Waldron
Wilhams, 37 Wes 48
Street, New York Ciry
This 100 year old script
came to the Collectons
from the Phillip Hench
Collection. Also in the
Collections is a copy of
an April, 1911 program
from the play o

Hench Collectian
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Schatell comdinucd from page [

| overlooked hod it not Been for & keen

sense of humor that his shyness could
ned repress, He was older than he
apperred, we found. Most of us ook
him at First to be in his thirties, and |
remember my surprise later when
Morm produced & number of old mys-
tery book reviews, clipped from
Australion newspapers in 1943 and
44, by “Dr. Watson, Jnr” [Richard
Hughes, founder of the B51s Baritsa
Chapter.] Wherever did he get them, 1
asked. When he was “out ihere™ dur-
ing the war, he answened. What were
you doing there, [ ashked, imagining
him to have been o wddler az that
tirme, “1 was in the Marines.” he
replied, mther bewildered by my sou-
pefied reaction.

Morm was interested in Sherlock
Holmes in theater, pastiche, and other
forms; he was lascinmed by Sherlock
Holmes as a culiural phenomenon,
including the way Baker Street
Irregulars and others celebraed him
But he was an ant tescher, and ot was
@s am artist that he ed 1o
astonish and delight the Baker Street
Irregulars, However quiee his manner,

| when he combined his zany sense of

humor and his anistic talents with his
intinate knowledpe of Sherock
Haolmes, the resulis were hilariows and

| wonderful. His Season Greetings for

1975, lor example, was n set of draw-
ings titled “The Ans & Crafis Holmes”
= hilf & dozen items from pages and
papes of idens he had joied down —
providing text, cross-section diagrams
with instructions on how to make
them, and drawings of the finished
products, for sich whimsies as “The
Late Profesor Mortany Oscillating
and Magnetic Automobile-Dashboard
Gesesdlick Figure,” “The Wonderful
Doxg that Digd Mothing Snaphack
Demonsttitor,” with 8 miniature fre
hydrant at one end where the dog did
mothing, and “The Holmes-Roylott
Trick Poler,” in five hinged sections
(*Elepinify Your Scfonl™)



Morm's work was VETY '|!||;'||_!|-I.1|:1.T (the
good desl of fr that The Baker Svest
lovrnal and Baker Sireet Miscellanea
pu]'llish:'d nevier saisfied demand),
preed he wes unfailingly generous with
his time and wlent. 1 dont suppose
arvyone importuning kim for a plece of
irt for a lenerhead or o scion society
dinner programme, of [or a cartoon or
illustration lor their publicarion, was
ever disappoinied. One benefit of
being o correspondent of Norms was
his hakbit of illusarating the owsides of
envelepes in which his lewers or an-
work were enclosed. His envelopes,
wsually resplendent in bright colors,
could be awe-inspinng — Ged knows
what the Post Office thought, especial-
ly when Nomm drew Sherlock Holmes
stamps of his own alongside the ones
it issued. Occasbonally an iden of his
there was the genests of a longer set of
drawings later, such as his inspired
“Anthropological Holmes™ published
in Bakeer Street Miscellanea, with
Sherlock Holmes Easter Island momno-
liths, African ritual objects of all
kinds, Northwest Pactfic tolem-poles,
and so o,

Behind the humor sometimes were
deeper refllections about the Canon,
like his drawing of Sherlock Halmes
s Don Cuixote, with Dr, Walson on a
donkey as Sancho Panza, confemplat-
ing a windmill with Professor
Moriartys malevolent head of st the
hub of its blsdes. And behind the car-
tooning was deep appreciation of seri-
ous art on Morms pat. Probably
Morm's various gifts were never shown
to mone advantage than in his slide-
show about Sherleck Holmess chance
meeting with, and influence upon, a
young Spanizh painter of unconven-
tional vision, & presentatbon culmimnat-
ing with mprrhlh': r:d.'i.l:ll:i'l.&'\. of Pablo
Picasso’s art, meorpomting Sherlocldan
modifs of all kinds, Morms arresting

Schatell coniimucd on page 4

Az the Morwegian Explorers of
Minnesota look forwand 1o their 50t
Anniversary Conference and
Celebration this summer, we look hack
i a scion society that was already in
existence in 1948. The Hlustriows
Clients of Indianopolis published the
lirst of their case-books that year

The Client’s Cse-Boolk, published by
the Mhustrious Clienis of Indianapslis,
was edited by |, N, Williamson and H,
B, Williams, This 67 page, llustrated
booklet contains a forewond, tiked “In
Licu of a Foreword,” by YVincent
Starretl, The suthors whao contribuled
artiches were Maryester Willlamson,

| Jane Throckmorion, Ben Abramson, H

B Willinms, Jay Finley Chest, | M.
Willlamson, Helen Howard, C. R,

| Andrew, lrvin C. Cole, Chris

MeDiarmid Collection

Hamilion, Edgar W Smith, Bernand L
Daoll, Helene Yuhasovi, and Dorothy
Gray. As Christopher Redmond stated
in his hook, A Sherlick Halries
Handbook, the Cuase-Book considers
matters sich as “Watson's middle name
and Holmesks prowess at hoxing ™

The Sherdock Holmes Collections ks
fortunate to have & copy of this Case-
Boak From ]nl‘m Benmett Shaw, as well
o5 o [rom the collecton al E W
McDaarmidd, The Case-Baok shown im
the iflwstration is from MeDarmids
collection. In thie booklet, the ediors
imscribed “For - 8 mew Scion, whao |
pray Aouriches, THE EXPLORERS,
and i= signed ). N Williamson and H.
B, Williames, A note inserted into the
Case-Bovk was forwarded, along with
the boakbei, o MeDdarmid, The noe
reads “Mr. M. Would you be kind enul
1o tell THE EXPORERS ol this?
Thanks, |. M. W"

since that auspicious beginning. The
Mustrious Clients have gone o (o
publish additional case books. And
with the good wishes of |. N.
Wiliamson and H 0. Williams, The
Morwegian Explorers, guided by E. W
McDimrmid und others, have four-
ished these past fifty years, a

Modes 1o Dr. E.W, McDiarmid
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Scharel! rovetimurd from pagr

imitations ol Pcassos styles, and his
straighi-faced delivery of this appeal-
ing foniasy, had more than one audi-
ence poing before it realized that this
wiis another product of his ferile
IMAZINALOT

Morm amd his wife Diana bved in
Clilfside Park, ™)., ntop the Palisades
across the Hudson River [rom New
York. There, along with Irving Karmil
Harlon Umamsky, and others, he creai-
ed one of the B5I% more charming
srion societies, Mrs. Hiidsons
Cliffdwellers. This is a scion with o
good deal of light-hearted ritual, and
for it Morm designed and made ritual
ohjects (the snthropological urge sur-
[acing again} such as “The Official
Wrs, Hudson Paddbe™ om a gafl. 1o be
carried into the meeting chamber by
the presiding Clilfdweller, and a life-
izt geometric bast of Sherlock
Halmes used in the roual mation of
the Bust. Elsewhere around the coun
try are other objers d'an designed by
Mo lor bis [rends, neluding my
lavorite (not owned by me, alas), The
« Mycrolt Holmes Roly-Foly

Everything Morm drew, including lero-
clous Canomical villxins, even the pol-

sonies dward Tonga, was rendered ina
kand spirin

Morm was a kind and gentle soul
who truly loved the Sherlock
Holmes stories. Sherlockians
lowed him back. He became
“Jomathan Small™ in the BSLin
1978, It was a ternble blow not
only o his family bur khis
Irregular comrades when Morm
el zeriously {1l st the end of the
T0s, A brain tumor rebbed him
of his creativity, and then took
hiz life. | don'l suppose we will
ever see his like again, and
many ¢l us still feel the loss
despite the vears that have
passed since his death in 1980

His prelific work is scatiered
across the country, bat this
donation to the Sherdock

Halmes Collections at

Minnesota menns that there will
be a permanent home for some
of it. My holdings of his-work

are important o me for their own
sake, and a5 o special instance of the
rich personnl associations which are
the e wilue ol Sherlockiana, b
they will-ge o Miobesots evenbuslby,
where they can be protected, and
enjoved by others lor many years o
come, | hope the Norman Schatedl
Caollecrion ar Minnesos will be the
nucheus ol a much larger and more

Schatell Collectinn

Schaiell Collection

..L:-1:|'|'.|rn"ls|'r|-:il.'u oo in lirme, [or hie
contributions sand as something spe.
cinl in Baker Strest Iln'!.;:.l'l:lrlly_ wrsd o

wAlPess 1o g -mlgul_" talent, wm

Hemeh Collecibon
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Frederic Dorr Steele

by Andrew Minles

rederic Dorr Steele (1873-
1944} armived in New York
City in 1889 where he firsi
lound work as an architecoural
dranghi=man while he suidied drow-
ing, By |397 he had established him-
sell as o free-lance professional ilus-
trator, his work appearng in such
leading pericdicals as Harperk,
Scrifmers, The Century, and MoClure’s
Steelels eltorts caughil the eye ol
Richard Harding Davis who suggesied
Steele {llusttate Daviss new novel, [y
thee Fag lor Cilier's Weekly n 1901
steele’s celebmated drawings for the
Retwrm |f Sheriock Holmies series soon
[oflowed in the periodical between
1903-1905, =xill the chiel basis of his
fame in the Sherlockian world. Sieele
leo helped solidify the American
actar William Chilletie as the premier
stage Sherlock Holmes of the day by
Sebecting Grillente at his model o the

Breal derectve

Steele was 1o (llustrare most ol e
subsequent Holmes tales in their i
tial American periodical appedrances
and his work was [requenly reprinted
I nEwspaperd a4 el .J|-\.|.!]I.|I-\.".'..J”:.'_
Steele did some |!J.|'||II ity work for the
farewell tour ol Gillewes Sherlxch
Holmes beginming in 1920 and for the
1939 Basi]l Rathbone [lm The Hound of
the Baskervilles, He became an exrly
member ol The Baler Street rregulars
and meade several Neerary and pleboraal
contributions 1o the classic
Sherlockian anthologies

Saeeles career began w decline afves
World War One and though this was
protably most due 1o peneral changes
in the magazing publishing business
he otven bamed it on laving become
Iype cast as a derective suory armis).
Mevertheless, late in lile be accepied &
commission for a completely Sceele-
illostrated edition of the Canon from
The Limited Editions Club bur died

beloe completing maore than a smeall
porton ol the work (the set subse
quenthy was published with drwings
by Steele and other aresas)

There were a number of lmportas
Steele materisls in the Philip 5. and
Mary Kahler Hench Collection donar
ed o the Linlversity in 1978, These
imclude some of the drawings Seel:
did for the Limited Editons Clab pro
ject, the 1032 Hound of the Baskervilles
litm and a lile of keress from Gy
Chandler Briggs 1o Steele dealing in
part with Briggss famous identification
ol 2218 Baker Streer. The Sigsle hold
ings were greatly enhanced in 1986
through the generous bequest of the
artists children Anne Sieele Maorsh,
Zulma Sieele Grey and Boben G
Stecle, Included in their donation
WEre pOTtions
ol Sleeies per-
sonal corre-
:-.|'||:||.'|:_ilrn-:'r and
photogriphs,
typescripts of
some of his
WTitings, var
o original
drawings
(though few
Sherlockian)
including a
nucmber of his
ligtle-krowen
poririts in red
chalk or chitr
coal, & represen
v snmple ol
his engravings
mermaribilia
refleciing var|
olE gEpectd of
his careet
|||.._||_|..J'||-.|-_ Tl
exthuibirions, and
a selecvion of
books and pert

odicals in which

6 ,.p Friesds of the Sherlock Holmes Collections

hils work _-|l"-:'.|r-.'.| including his per-
sonal coples of severn] cornerstone

sherlockian works)

Thie Seeele holdin T4 hawve Been furthes
enriched through addivional dons
oiomd, notably from De Johs P Crony
of Salml Louss (including Ste=leks side
of the SteeleBriggs cormespondence)
aned from the antlguarian boak dealer
Peter Stern. Many ather Steel-related
lems can be found in the other
Sherlock Holmes Collections niain
takned by the University, including ol
course the enormoas [ohn Bennen
Shawy Collection and the Vincenl
Starrett archive. Together they lorm
the keading resource lor studying the
carecr of Frederic Dorr Seeele and trac
ing his infiuence on the evalution of
the Sherlock Holmes kegend, w»

The Creepimg Mom, Steele Collection



Musings

ur thermuite Jppml-ﬂl coiille-

ues this menth a3 we emplha-

size gapects al the Sherlock

Holmes Collections that deal
with Holmes in ant. Halmes has sabd
that art in the Blood s lkely o take
the strangest [orms. |0 & equally true
that Halmes in an may take some
siringe orms, As represented in this
kssne, Holmes 1s sten as both a Pleasso
subject and Don Quisote, (Of course
these are relatively e compared 1o
his incarnation as a arge chocolate
bunny now locked in a deep Ireeze in
the caverns of the Universicy!)

As we have been fonunate 1o do in
previous Bsues, we highlight a
Sherlockian collector whose material
has come w the Sherlock Holmes
Collections at the University of
Minnesow, At the end of 1997,
Morman Schatell’s widow Diana and
the couple’s children delivered corre-

From the President

¢ look foraard to sesing

everyone at the Annual

hMembership Meeting of

the Friends of the
sherlock Halmes Collections on
August 7, 1998, The Collections will
e an display with an exhibit of ort s
well as treasured items and booles [ea-
tueredd im this newsletter

The |.|r.|i'I|'I.'T:iIl:|.' al Minmesola ':1|'||.'|'.'|u.|
Collections was pil,ulsun:t 1 recetve all
the papers, leners and amifaces thag
make up the archives of the Norman
Schutel]l shedock Holmes Collestion,
The archives were given in memory of
Morman Schatell and donated by
Diana Schatell, Glenn Schatell and
Amy Schatell Miller, To quate Diana
Schatell, 1 hope that many
Sherlockkans will be able to see these
iterms and derive great pleasure from
them.”

spondence and ariwork of Morman
Schatell to the Collection, Jon
Lellenberg has provided a delightful
and heartfelt review of Schasells career
and artwork. Last January by the way,
Jon was anointed official historan
{*Thucydides™ of the Baker Strect
Irregulars.

Continuing our "Holmes in An” theme,
Andrew Malec, who worked tirelessly
with the Collections and produced
publications of the highest quality on
William Gillette and Frederic Dorr
Steele (among others), revicws the
Librarys Steele materinl and looks at
the career of America’s best Holmesian
rtisy

Speaking of arl, an original “Peamuis™
comic strip has been donated by artis
Charles Schulz for swction at the first
prnual Friends meeting which will
take place in conjuncrion with

1 especially enjoy seeing the differen
parts of the Collections connect
Morman Schatells letter to Howard
Haycrafl. John Bennett Shaw's
Chiristmas greeting leaturing Norman
Schatell envelope an, I pleases me
that the Morman Schatell Collection
joing with the Howard Haycralt and
Jobn Hennett Shaw Collections in their
permanent home in Minnesota to be
protected and enjoyed by others.

We are always looking for benelaciors.
Wee would like 1o be the Central
depository for all sclon sociery publi-
cagions as well as any and alfl John
Bennen Shaw correspondence. We
fhways need money 1o SUPPOTT GRgo-
ing projects and programs. Have a
oo Surmimer, see you in Auguss. &

Canonscally yours,
Hichard Sveum, ML,

Founders’ Footprints conference hon-
oring the 50th anniversary of the
Morwegian Explorers. Also domated is
a woodblock print by George Overtie
who illustrated the Mealch Wiks with
Sherfock Holmes books and also
designed the conlerence poster

Haven't registered yet? Contset Julie
MeKuras at Mike37 30890l com or
13512 Granodn Avemue. Apple Valley,
M 55124

Letters from subscribers continse to
come in with complimenis, sugges
tions and corrections. All are welcome
as we iy 10 mike this newslester both
interesting and accurmte, There are few
groups, il any, like Sherdockians for
keeping one honest. e~

Bruce E Southwrerth, B5 ]
Editar

The Friesfs of thir Sherinok Holmes Collacthoni
15 o quarerly newsletier gublishid by the
Friemds of the Sherdock Holmes Callections
which seck 10 promese the amivigies, ime-
i ard Heduds ol b Special Collections
and Rare Books Department, Uiniversay al
Mlintiosota Litrarees

llall eddivorl corrspendeins oo

Exdinar
Bruve E. Southwarnh, A5
1621 Lalose Ao

5L Paml, MIN S3E04-1I12
B -1 ATT Vi
05]-523-007T Fax
||r|||_11|l1';|1||1||-h;|r||||.e|.||h-|
Exliporial Beand
Juilie WicKuras, Ty, Richasd Sveum

Carpyright & 1998
niverstiy nl Minirsals Ll

The Lipiversdry ol Minnssois i sm Bl
Dipporisnsy Bhedior anl Empduyet
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Remembrances

In supporting the Sherdeck Holmies Collections, many doners have made
contributions either in honor or in memory of special persons.

[N HONOR OF FROM

Ted Bergman Anders Wiggsinom
T, E. W McDiarmmad . BSI Karen Tinsd
Doapkes Wilmes Paul Singletom

Oir. Benton Wocd, TSl Cad L. Heiletz
Walver and Margaret Wonh fune Worth

[Dir. Benton Woo, BS1 Carmline W Everert
IN MEMORY OF FROM

Henry ‘W Enberg, BS] Joseph W Moran, RSI
Henry W Enberg Warren Randall
Wilkiam Gillerre Leigh B, Shearer
Muatcolm Payme Dhaviel Rish

[ohn Bennen Shaw Anders YWiggstrom
Cir. Richard M, Sturiz William B Srurz

8B & FEriends of the Sherlock Hobmes Collections

Sherlock Holmes Collections
466 Wilson Library

309 19th Avenue South
University of Mimmesota
Minneapolis, MN 55455

Address Comection Requested

Mark your Calendars

The 1998 memhbership meeting of
thee Friends of the Sherock Holmes
Collections will occur in conjunction
with the 50th Anniversary ol the
Morwegion Explorers, to be held
August 7, 8, and 9, 1998 in
Minneapolis, MK

Sherlock Holmes Caollections
456 Wilsn Libriry

Wi |tk Avenue South
Minneapolis, MK 553453

Telephione: Gld-644-T540

FAN: 612-526-9353

el BubbaEgald e umn.edu
Hours: Min-Fri -3

Carel Urness, Acthng Curator
Caral Joknsem, Acting Asstetant Curator

Jamée F Huhbs, Collestion Speciaks

Mlmiling lis eorrecibms requestied—

Because al ithe high oost ol nesirmed newaleiiers,
e wruli] i precEe b inlorieed of |h..|n|.|_r|.
ol addhess or mber comeciions
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