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HOWARD HAYCEAFT'S grandfuber sereed i the
Civil War [rom inois, and in 1868 he homesteadod in Bloe
Earth County in south central Minnesota (inamed for the bluish
green earth found there along a small river). Howard's father,
Julius Hayerabt (1871-1951), grew up on the farm and then reac
kv with a judge in Macdelia, Warcnwan County, just west of
Blue Earth County. He marmied Marie Stelzer, 2 schoolieacher
and the daughter of German Inumigrans wlw came to Minne-
sota in the 18608, Tulius | lavieralt practiced law in Maclelia untl
1914, and was postmaster there or en yers, before moving
ter Fadrmont, where be was jucdge of the dissren coun For many
VIS,

Howvard Hayoraft was borm in Madelia on July 24, 15905,
His sister Anna was born about a year later. The first boak he
reac was The Stedss Fermdly Robdnson, by Johann David Wyss,
It texcak him three months, Then he read it again in abourt revo
myonths, While e was reacding it the thisd tme, his Eaither said,
“My dlear boy, there are ether books to read” Thus began his
life with the world of books. Eventoally he became a publisher,
author, editor, anthologist, and the dean of myseery critics.

During his high school vears in Fairmont he worked for
the local newspaper after school and while on vacation. When
he anended the University of Minnesota he wrote for the
stuckent newspapeer, Vhe Minnesota Daffy, and became manag-
ingr exclitexr his junior year and chief editor when he was a senior,

The main event of his college vears occurred in March
1927, Reverend William H. Riley was the leader of the
Minrresota Anti-Evolution League and for a number of years
hitcl been amacking the University of Minnesotw. Haveraft loer
described Riley as “a rall, soikingly handsome man with a
lconesque mane of white hair, a resonant voice, and 2
commanding presence, IF be had not Been s preacher he could
have beenanactor.” Afleran anti-evalution bill was introcduced
ins the state senate, Hayeralt led the student body against it At
# public hearing on March 8, 1927, Riley caimed at the
conclusion of his speech that the students Bavared the bl A
that moment Hayeralt brought forward a moll of paper coneain
ing it resoution against the hill signed by 6,500 siadents of a
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HOWARD HAYCRAFTS grandfather served in the
Civil War from Ilinois, and in 1868 he homesteaded in Blue
Earth County in scuth central Minnesota (named for the bluish
green eamh found there along a small dver), Howand's Father,
Tulins Hayeraft €187 1- 1951, grew up on the B and then read
law with a judge in Macelia, Watonwan County, just west of
Blue Earth County. He married Marie Stelzer, a schoolieacher
and the daughrer of German immigrants who came to Minne-
sota in the 18605, Julius Tayeealt practiced law in Madelia angil
1914, and was postmaster there for ten years, before moving
to Fairmont, where he was judge of the district coun for many
WEHATE.

Howard Hayerafl was borm in Madelia on July 24, 1905,
Hixs sister Anna was horn abont 2 year laer. The first boaks e
read was The Swiss Family Soddinson, Dy Johann David Wyss,
It took him three menths, Then he read it again in about two
manths, While he was reading it the thivd dime, his Father said,
“Nly dear Baoy, there are other books to read.” Thus began his
life with the world of books, Eventually he became a publisher,
author, editor, anthologist, and the dean of mystery arilics.

Druring his high school vears in Fainnont he worked for
the lecal newspaper afler school and while on vacation. When
he attended the University of Minnesoia he wrote for the
siudent newspaper, The Minnesota Dally, and became manag-
ing; eclitor his junios year and chief editor when he wasa senior,

The main event of his college years occurred in March
1927, Reverend William H. Riley was the leader of the
Minnesota Anti-Evelution League and lor a number of years
had been attacking the University of Minnesota, Hayerall later
cescribed Riley as <a rall, strikingly handsome man with 2
leonesque mane of white hair, a resonant voice, and a
commanding presence. If he had not been a peeacher he could
have been an actor,” Afteran anti-eveluticn bill was introduced
in the: state senate, Haycraft led the student body againstin At
a public hearing on March &, 1927, Riley claimed at the
conclusion of his speech thar the students Favored the bill, Ar
that moment Haveraft brought forwand a roll of paper contain-
ing a resohution against the bill signed by 6,500 students of a



total enrollment of 9,500, The hill was defeated the nest day.
On March 10, 1927, Lots [0 Coflman, Preesident of the
University of Minnesota, penned the following letter:

ear Mr. Haveraft:

Iy be somee consolation oo vou for the hard weonk

v have done recently, o know bow muoch T have

apprecited the good sense and sound podgment you

have displavesd in your eveldution adicles and editerials,

Anl vour speech ar the caparsd; i© was the mosn effecnve

speech of the evening,

Sincerely.

L. I'n Coltfiman

In Jamuaary 19249 Haveraft mowved to New York Citv and
began working [or the L W, Wilson Company, the publisher
of numerous perindical indexes and other reference works for
libraries. Halsey William Wilson was a Minnesotan who as a
student had operated a2 bookstore on the campus of the
Linmiversity of Minnesola in the 18905 To purchase bools for
his customers, who aften did not have all the necessary
informuation—author, title, publisher, and price—he had the
techious sk of examining a larpe assortment of publishers’ lists,
To sobve this problem, he conoeived the idea of publishing a
monthly cumalacve st of new boolks, The firsn wsue of the
Cremilative Bool Mmdex was published in 1894, and it contin-
ues oday, To avert the great expense of reseming all the ovpe
for each succeeding comulation, he interfiled the linotvpe shugs
as one does in a cand file. This method was used [or printing
his first periodical index. the Meaders” Guide o Periodicoal
fiteraiare, begun in 1901, as well as the numerous specialized
percdical indexes that followed, [0 was mainly these H. W
Wilson publicetions that changed the character of American
libraries, As the company grew, 105 Midwest lecanon, Tar from
the castern centers of publishing, had increasing disacvan-
tages, and Wilson decided o move the fim o the East Coast.
Everything was packed. and in the summer of 1913 a caravan
of founeen loaded freight cars pulled out of the Minneapaolis
railroad vards,

Haveraft stared out doing promaotional and editorial
work for the firm. He was appointed 1o the board of directars
in 1934, and was made vice president in 1940, when the
company then emploved 330 people (oday there ane 2130 In
this capacity he planned and supervised publications and sales
campaigns, and handled employee relatdons.  In 1953 he
hecame president, succeeding the founder, Halsey W Wilson
Aricl in 1907 he was elected chainmoan of the Doard, Upon Jis
retirement in 1971 he continued o serve as board chairman.

His first book was Awtbors Today and  Yederde
edived by hum and sanley [ Kondz, the poet who was later



awarded the Pulitzer Prize, and with whom he compiled and
edited six other hiographical reference books, Awtbors Todeay
and Yesterday, H, W, Wilson, 1933, was a companion volume
tothe firm's Living Awthors, 1951, and contained 320 biographi-
cal sketches. In compiling and writing these anicles, the editons
asked the selected authors e write about themselves, maost of
whom complied, and each bricf sutobiographical satement
was published as part of the skeich. These two biographical
dictionaries were superseded by their monumental Twertien
Cenfiry Avthars, 1942, containing mone than 1850 biographics
illustrated by more than 1700 pertraits, Then and now this
reference boolkt is found in vimually every library in Amernica

Troentioth Century Authors: Fist Supplerient, 1955, broughtup
ey clate the original material anod contained some 700 new
ENLrics,

Most of the autobiographics written for Tweatierh
ety Aretbors were straightforward accounts, Christopher
Maorey, however, then a very popular writer, apologized for
the delay because he had been finishing Kty Fople, and
suzhmitted a spriglily, sell-critcal “ohituany,” but he wondered
whether it was suitable for a reference work,  Taveealt wrote
him the following letter:

Decemler 14,1930

D Mr, Morley:

1 have reacd and likesd very moch your oliacy.The
limm of Bonite ancd Hayorali bus no rule thal insists an
Factual sather than imaginative acocunts. In fac, wee
poalel weish thar mere of the authors we have addressed
would comes down off the ploform aod meer their
resclers as wou have done heree T feel thar o
candidness and culspokenness aoe distineg azsets,

Congralinons on Kinysoutstanding seecess, Tam
hoping o meet her when 1 leave the end of next week
for o haief winder holiday,

Ciorchally,
Hevward Hayerall

Apart from his publishing career, he loved music.
sailing, and reading detective stones.  In his apanment he
acquired a large collection of phonograph recordings and
atended concens repalarly, sometimes with Lorena Hickok, 2
journalist for the Assaciated Press in New York City, who was
a [riend and confidanie of Eleanor Roosevelt. “Hick,” as she
was clled, had survived a miserable childhood in South
Dakota. She had bad a brutal Brher and ber mother bacd died
when she was thinteen, A filteen she was working as a
domestic servant,. When she read Deeess O'Hearg, 1911, Edna
Ferber's first nowel, which is about a young woman who works
on & newspaper, she became determined e become o
newspaperwoman, and she had the wlent and drive o rise wo



prominence in the fickl.  Among other friends, Haycraft

entertaincd “Hick ™ and Eleanor Roosevell, when she happened
ter e iny New York City. Through a friend of “Hick's,” Haycrafi
remied a place a1 Masticon Long Island and <ailed his small cafi
on Greal South Bay. Latver he buila vear-round cottage nearlw
on 2 high point of woodland.
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The Howard Haveraft Colleation at the University of
Minnesota consists of his library and papers concemed with
crime fiction. Tis books were his working libeary for writing
and editing the doeren books and other publications in the fiekd,
and they inchude a gremt number of presentation copies
inscribed © him by mystery writers and critics.  His papers
include his manuscripts and his exensive cormespondence
with authors, critics, and publishers. Hayeralt bequeathed his
callection to his alma meter, from which he Bacd received s
Crutstanding Achievernent Awarel in 1954,

Haveraft hael resadd bis frst Sherleck Holmes hook, 1be
Reterrn of Sherlock Folmes, straight through when he was ten,
and the first bock that he published i the field of erime fiction
was The Hos” Shedock Holtmes, 1936, He had planned a
volume comprising a sclection for those adventures which had
come into the pullic domain, and he composed the Tollowing
canny letier in seeking a publisher:

e y

Az rieemilser for several vears of thwe ediosial sl of

the H. %W, Wilkon Co., library pubdishicrs, and particubady
as cadivor of the company’s fonhooming “lunior Boak of
Autlsoes,™ [ have had an opgeenonity o ke a few things
aboant libary buing and prvenile books

Among other things, | have noicesd than anoe a book

wine reoognation a5 the sandord juvenile odition of a
chissic, i scllsalmost indefinitely, (Bemmpdes: "The Boys
Froissam,” “The Boys' King Anhur,” “The Bows” Life of



Theadors Roosevaln,” “The Boys' Book of Tattles,” “The
Boyvs' Book of Pirates,” etc ) Some of these have been
in print for rwenty-five and thiny vears and are still selling
ooy,

It was therelore with consilerable surprise that 1
diservered that there was no adeguate selecive edition
of the Sherlock Flolmes stores 16 Rl the gap between the
rubmeroes separate volumes and the tao-volume com-
plete edition—which is excellent for its purpose, but is
Frath pesc Large s too expensive foethe ovenile market.
The nesult of this rran of thought was the suggestion of
a “Bovs' Sherock Holmes, ™. Sucha book, [ieel cotain,
would withour question be accepted both by libmries
and the trade a5 the authodmnve uvenile edition of
Sherlock Holmes, amd shoald sell sweadilby Tor many

VLS.

It clicl incleed stay in print for many vears, The 1930 editicn was
veprinted 2 number of tmes, s was the 1961 enlarged edition.

The auther of Murder for Pleasiire: The Life and Times
of the Detective Story, 1941, has told why he decided w write
i:

[ went to the New Yok Public Library and asked for

a Factual history and amlyvzis of detective story wriling,
Tex vy suarprize, there was o ook thar filled e Bill, so
| Beggan 1o think of writing one myselt. [ ook the ide
o the I Appleton-Century Company and they liked it
Aler thiree vears of rescarch and writing, nights, week-
ends, holidays (for T contined 1o hold dovwen a full-time
jol) the book finally was published ...

Muvrder for Pleasire contains a criical history of
detective ficlion [vom s beginning in 1841 with Edgar Allan
Poe's “The Murders in the Rue Morgue” into the 19308, Tt also
inclucles “The Rules of the Game™ for writing detective stories,
a hibliogeaphy of critical litersture, and other material, such as
his now famnous guide for readers and collectors: A Readers’
List of Detective Story ‘Comerstones™ from . Poe o Minnesola
author Mabel Secley's he Listendng Flowse, 1938, An updated
list of comerstones prepared by Hayomft and Ellery Queen
wias published ten years laler in Siery Quieens Mystery Mage-
zine, October 1951, Ellery Queen inchuced some mainstream
authors, from Voltaire Cfadip, 1748) 10 Faulkner (fntreder in
the st 1948,

Muirder for Pleaswre received a large number of
Favorable reviews. Forexample, Clifton Facimman wrote in The
New Yorker, September O, 1941, " MNow that a young man named
Howard Hayeraft has evolved a sertous weatise on the “life and
times” of the detective story, it may be said woe have come inne
its full estare, .. Mr, Hayoraft treats his subject with the exactness
and clarity of an cld-fashioned lirerary historian.” The book
established Haveraft as the leading critic of detective literanure,

Lhe Life and Tmer of
the Detective Story
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and woday it still is considered @ classic in the field

Flaveralt received many letters about the ook from
readers and authors of detective fiction, He had praised the
stories written by Frederick Inving Anderson for e Saturday
FEvening Postin the 1920s, calling him “one of the finest naoaral
American talents of the era.” Hayeraft received the following
beter from him:

M. 2, 1041

Dxsar Mr, Haverafl,

[ havee pust seen the exceedingly pleazan things you
brsvver 1er sy inn your mwrder bool about my stories, ancd
Lassure vou Lam not only deeply grateful bon sommesyhar
Mabibergastecd! 1 bave been wiling se long for an
auclicnoe that reads without even koowwing the name of
Ches suthicr, that o, iy veggetarian days of e Tam
astonished o discover that a linde group of Fichiul
vemclers are et onomy exbumation! ., | was delighied
b seees thee grandd review your Mieeder for Plecsiore gol....

Aincerely,
Frederick Irving Ancderson

From Patricia MoGerr, then a begining woiter who has sinee
written many nowvels, he was sent the following letter:

Jarzary 24, 1947

D Mr, Haycrali:

Being unversed in the am of the moysiery soory, |
withel with a pencil inone haed and o copy of Mumder
Sor Pleveseere in the other, and thu's almest el v e,
Actually, 1 altermated—fimt rencling @ chapler of vour
ook, then writing & chapier of mine.... By the dme |
strrived an your da's and don'ts, 1 had written oo much
tor correct all the mistakes. It never coouered 1o mue, For
msgince, that ten suspects were far oo many... 5o,
whatever merit there = in the book, T owe o vour
auidance..

=neerely,
Farricia Molerr

P, 5 Flave you pol any idea bow difficult it is for the
AVCTRGe Perscn o proncaoe the wosd “genee™? | read
st ol Mo e Pleasioe aloud o a friend and finally
had to give up and substitoee “specics” whesever 1
appeardl,

Asa sound orine, Flaeralt's judgmens of authoms were
generally a genial balance of praise and blame. He had praised
Ecle Stanley Gardner's action fiction but noted @ Hamemet
inflivenoe in his work, and Gardoer rejoined:



Seprember 3, 1941

Diear Mr, | I:_|':.'|:_'|'.|I'I.

Dashicll Hammeen, Carroll John Daly, andd T all go
sme] werinng witly Sack MWasd ot about the samme Limes
in thes eardy 19205, 1 think probably Daly weas the st
i e pabilished; Tt for peactical purposes, the three of
s b drver prng simdanecusly, After Hammetr made
his spectacular success with Tle Mrotese Fafoos, Caplain
Sharw gt certain idens for stony development which [
theraght amounied to Hammetizog the magaeins, and
alter some bickedng, making an argument on that point,
refused o sulimit any further work we e ngazine T
a period of almost a year, at which tme, bocause of
reacler demand, the mapazine execoted 3 conm
agreeing w0 publizh oy seenies without revision or
ciolitorial suggestion,

However, you have made a masterly appraisal of the
whole mystery feld of writing, amd, for the maost pan,
vor appeistl of authors, storics, and reader reacions
have been, as nearly as 1 ooan judge, exoesdhingly

AT

Sincerely wolrs,
Erle Stanley Gardner

Molly Costain was working as secretary 1o the beloved
and highly respected Amy Loveman, Associate Editor of The
Satverebery Rewder of Literainre, and one of its [ounders in 1924,
when Howard Haveraft submitted for publication his *Dicta-
tors, Democrss, ancd Doetectives™ in 1939, arouing tat denectve
slories Tounshed only i democracies,  Amy Loveman ac-
cepred the article, and it was reprinted elsewhere a numbser of
times. Al the botom al one lemer from Loveman to Haveraft,
Mollv Costain wrate a note ahaout a tvping crror: “Imagine the
heorror, Hoseard! An impeclect lewer going oo, But Lsimply
can't do it over, Howe would vou like to comee to tea some cool
Sunday and meet Miss Loveman®* M. C°

Flomvard and Maolly were married on October 9, 1942
in Mew York. Juclge Julius Hayerall was best man for his son.
Molly Costain was given away by her father, Thomas B.
Coatain, the best-selling author of historical novels of the 19408
and 19505, Molly [Taveralt later wreate 2 number of similar
works for voung adults, helioving that “the Tives of the kings,
pueens, and princesses of England are an inexhavstible source
of readable stories.”  After the war, the Hayomfis wisited
England many times, usoally in Ocober, o pursue their
respeciive research interests,

So0n after their marriage Haverall was conmmissionsd
a caplain in the Special Services Division of the U. 5, Army. His
local draft board had classificd him "IV F” on May 13, 1942
{“impaossible evesight™). Among his contributions to the war
effort of an educational namure was the anonymously wrillen

=
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Molly Hayerafl enjoying
her Fvarine PO,
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booklet, A Short Gride fo Great Britain, 1942, which was given
o all Amencan troops being sent there, It described briefly the
country, government, British curency, ete., with many hints
about behavior: “Tosay: 'Tlook like a bum’ is offensive wo their
ears, for to the British this means that you look like vour own
backsicde. [Itisn't imponant—ijust a tip if vou are rving o shine
in paolite socieny,”

During the: war he was also mystery critic for Herer's
Magazine (1941-1%42), and later held this position for Effery
Lreeen s Mystery Magazine (1940- 19481 Te was also one of
the tounders in 1945 of the Mystery Writers af America, from
which he received two Edgar Allan Poe Awards (*Fdgars™), in
1947 and 1973, for mystery criticism and scholarship.

His major bool published after the war was The Ant of
the Mystery Story; A Colfection of Critical Fseays, 1940, a laroe
volume containing Liltv-three ilems on the “mystery-crime-
detective story” in 543 pages.  Even though his established
reputanion as a critic in the feld opened doors for the gathering
of these essays, he sill at times bad the anthologists problem
of nOC petting permission Lo print in the collection some highly
desired picoes, He had sent Raymond Chandler a copy of the
bock, which comtained his “The Simple A of Murder,” and
Chandler replied

Dezvemmnbeer @, 19490
Dezar Mr. Haovoradi:
Thank vou very much indeed Tor the inscribed copy of
Tl At e Myssery Sty
Lk most anthilogies—1 riiigthil envern say like all antholo-
giee—il leaves out sormne things wheeh the reader thinks
muzt inevisbly have been included:  for example,
Sounersel Maugham’s adicle oiginally pubdished in She
Serterday Erendvig Postand] Perelman's wonderful parody
ol thae Darcl-boiled mystery, The lacer makes Ben Hechr's
ratber kngugl effo, “The Whistling Corpee,” ook pretty
thin, ‘There were probably business reasons for leaving
these ot ...

Very cordally vours,
Ravmmond Changller

Ancl Haveraft answered:
Januany 18,1947
Dear Mo Chansller,

Ievmenmicmingy e conission of Maugbom and Perelmen,
vou name the only two refusals [ had—einher, | was
wolel, Because of price, Maugham couldn’t be bothered
and Perelman wanted to save his For his owmn collection
Cmy anthology seas schedoled abead of his an the time 1
requesiiend permmission),

Corcizlly,

Horwred Hayorali



John Beecroft edited three anthologies with Howard
Hiavertlt. The first was A Tregsuey of Gregn Mysteries, 1957, two
volumes (each 576 pages) containing novels, novelettes, and
shom stores. Beecroft was bom n Superior, Wisconsin, and
educated at Columbia University and the Sorbonne. He servisd
as edlivor for book clubs most of his Hle, and he was chiefeditor
for the Literary Guild of America from 1937 1o 1960, He also
edlited with Thommas B, Costain several collections of shost
stories,

Publisher Bennen Cerf carlier bad asked Hayeraft wo
prepare a revised edition ol the Modem Library's Fourteen
errpeet Petective Stovies. Hayeraft haed hoped o include Ty the
collection a Nero Wolfe shor story by Rex Stoad, but be had
receivied the following inlemation from the author:

Jamuary 24 1948

Mear Howard Hayoraft

Coming from you, that letter ks far the most flatering
one | have ever received, | have never before had any
special reason o regret not having written a Nero Wolle
shaert, Bt [ sure <lo pow, Theee isn't one, damn

I apred For souw twice the ofher evening ot Baker
street [the anmeal dinser i Kew York of the Baker Sureet
Imeguls cclebrating Sherlock Holmes's bihcay] Dt
gt insercepied both nmes,

Cordialke,
Hex Seoan

Thus, at a later tme, Hayeralt was able to incude the Nero
Wolle novelette, festead of Feldence, in A Treasury of Gree
Mywreries,

I mefeemereoe Lo Soun's bereer, it i Dot 1o mention
that all Havoralt's leners reveal his unfailing magnanimity, He
wits always kind and understanding to others. even when their
actions hindered hisown. Forany slight councsy received, he
wis always geateful; for any honor awanded, he was always
self-effacing.

Haycraft compiled and edited four more cmnibuses,
inelugling Fioe Spy Novels, 1962, o genre that prospered during
Weorld War [T and the Cold War, His last book was a réfurn to
Shedook Holmess, Shefock Hofmes” Croatest Ceases, which had
been the subiect of his first book in the mysteny ficld pullished
thirnty-one vears before, The Boys® Sherfock Hofmes. He had
been invested inm The Baker Street Iwepulars in 1950, —in
recognition of distinguished services rendered in the Cause of
keeping green the Master's memorny™; and in 1972 he received
its highest hoenor, The Taker Street Irregulars Two-Shilling
Award,



-

Sherlock Holmes' Crealest Cases, 1907, however, was
published by Franklin Watts in a large ppe edition for the
visiilly handicapped, Throughout his career he was active in
promaoting library services for the blind and physically hancli-
capped, and he himself became a user of Talking Bools in 1960
fellowing four retinal operations. Among the accolades he
received from the American Library Association and many
other library organizations, perhaps he appreciated mast s
Francis Joseph Campbell Cuacon for library service 1w the
hlind, which he was awarded in 1965, its st recipient.

Public recognition usually emphasizes the accom-
plishment and forgets the character of the achiever. Private
praise may be more revealing.  Eleanor Gould was a copy-
reacder ar D, Appleton-Ceomwry Company, and she serome
Haveralt a long holograph letter soon after the publication of
Miirder for Pleasure

Dear M. Hayerafi-

This i= unbward o When a publishers copyreader
writes a fan leter. ... Tz sole purpose 3 10 el vou bow
Fmatically enthusiastic [ bave been over Moemder for
Plegsrere, over sinoe 1 was fest handed the typesenpl....

I clent koo which thing 1 like best about you, o]
clon't kresws what to s lavishing peatses on: o sivle,
vour choioe of subject, your bandling of fl—or vour
remarkably satisbying comduct as an auchor . Yoo wnone
weell amd mmanaged o mnsfer your lucubnations o an
imrmoulaie typescript. You knew hoee o mark procd
witht inclulging in distdlees agains editor and printer
it the margins:; all your lisis and tables were impeocally
alphabenzed; and vour index was o matter For joy ancd
thanksgiving around the office.... And vour leticrs—why
they were gz civil as those of one businessman 1o
another! O wonder where authors got the idea that they
were privileged o oast aside ordinary poliveness and be
as queralous ard illtempered as they pleased!....

M. Howeard Hayoralt, vou have o boodithere! And ir's
nol because iUs unigoe, “the first ome of its kind,” e, thar
s e, s noteven becanse in has a subyecr “af inberess
(o all preseot-day readers” Mor yel is i only becaose iUs
a “comprrehensive and scholarly rrestment of a neglectod
sulyject.”. Moy s Decause yoau are o fine writer,

Yowa rermemirer what Housenn had wosay about the
way be mecopnized true poetre? The hair on bis skin
stoodd up and his Hesh prickled, Well, Pyve citen made
preople g by saving that something Ud read was “so
el it macke my flesh creep.” But it docs something =il
e exirerne—something that oot ke to el peopde
aboul: i makes me crv.. The most fecent oocumence
of this pheromenon was e o your chapler on
Sherdock Holmes, 1 can't choose one seoment oF onc
aspect of it enlarge wpon, Decawse woome it seemsed,
Frosen thee itk aned thee inevitable excerpt that began i, o



the very end, with s repudiation of sentimentality, a
pertfect piece of writing, When Ud Gnished i for the fast
timee, 1 shuddered and sighed and stetclhod amd fe-
miarked to the office a1 Lirge i drneiic wores; ", wou
rinist e thuis ook, 108 e Dest ting ve ever read,”
And my considered judgment sl is that ivs one of the
beesa Thrimggs.... Al Mr. Haeoradl, ifever you Detray me and
ket on o the offioe that Pve wiritten toan Author, Ul never
pecawer oo the shame of

'm evperving knowing you.

Wnh rospot,
VECTEINHY,

= gmhusiasm,

= alfection,

Eleaner Gould

He lived Fifty more years after this letter was written,
and died November 12, 1991, at the age of cighty-six, but we
can still say, “Mr. Haveralt, we are enjoving knowing you.”

Austin ). MecLean, Curator
Special Collections
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