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Sherlock Holmes and John Bennett
Shaw: The Detective and The Collector

The dedication of the John Bennett Shaw L Library of
Sherlock Holmes
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Comdimied {rom page | Walien Trenerry, head ool Thie

Meknight Foundation, snd suthor of
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collection on Sherlock Holmes
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I 1974 the Library Muvgazine conver (PR illsrealval Te

purchased a soall but Frederic Baorr Sierir

alistinglstied collection of
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Collectinn was
givien to the University by Bis heirs, Tn
1987 Eiith Meiser donnted ler si rips
and broadense recordings. She was (e
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precanent American Hlwstrator of the

adventures, The Hencl Collection was
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petress and writer wlio first adapred the
selventiees for rdio, beginning in
1930, Many instiions sougk her
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collections, bl shie wished o have e
preasured wmterind with the Shivw
Libirary, :

Iy 198H 1l5e lilsrnry and papsers ol
Mincent Sturrer were pocclased with
the Belp of the John I Andrs T
Charbialls Trust, Sreet wis g prolific
author, o notable bibliophile, and ihe
celebned sherleckian whe wrote the
fmous saaner “ 2215 and The Privare
Life of Sherlock Holmes (19335 el first
anel Iest blepraphy of te moster
detective, T 1992 tle working by
andl papers of Woword Hayerall came
1 the Library by bequest, Hayemft
wrote the elassic Murder for Fleasire
(19413, the lirst comprehensive history
of the dewective story, He also received

] thie Universioy's Caotstanding
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I otable collections of Sherlooliann
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Sherlock Holmes and John Bennett
Shaw: The Detective and The

Collector

he purpose of 1k event is
1o homar the Tare John
Denmnetl Shaw {1913-

1954 —the man and his
incomparahle
achievement—and 1o
celebraie the sstablishment af luis
personal libmey of Sherlock Holmes as
o major sowrce fov reseinch an the
University ol Minnesata.

Most of the workd is acquainted with
Sherlock Holmes, His amazing
popalarity & evidenoad by his
appearance it flbe-tes Torcign
Lnguzgss, publications showt him by
hundreds of socienies around the world,
and mpumerable sdaptaions of the
 =tpries for the media, 1o cte onky a fow
wections of the immense Shaw ].i'l}r-lr‘l-'-

Mast Sherlockians were aoquainted
with John Bennett Shaw, and 3 great
number were his fiends. HE wasa
tiredess athvocme far the siudy of
Sheslock Holmes. Throwgh his
wrinngs, lectures, and seminars, he
demonstrate:d his espousal of the cause
for @ great mamy years, and was beloved
for his scholirship, and his singular wit
anid humisr,

A steady stream of admirers visited
his home in Sania Fe, where he gladly
recemved them 1o shew and discass the
remarlcahle oldings in his Bbrary. He
built 7 monwmeneal Ebrary, but he did
nat need or want a monument. 1ie
could have sold his library. It could
have besn dispersed around the world,
in lots of Targe and small, through

mumeros auctlons in the years ahead

but he wanted people 1o be able touse

it for researche Abour a wear before his
death, be commenced the great tnsk of

geitimg his libeary packed and shipped

to Minnesola, where it is preserved and
accesaihle 1o all who need o uss it

This memerial conference consiss
of two pans; Aspects of the Victoman
World mchades bste twentieth cenfury
examinations snd Tesssesamenis of

The
Victorian
World and
the Master
Detective
A Memorial
Conference
October 13-13, 1995
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Victorian themes whach (llominame
cemain ol conoeens of 1nday;
Aspects of the Sherlockian World
includes Victorian studies 25 well as
others, such 24 Holmes in the medin,
which bring his acuvities up o the
present. This event & offered for the
nmversity comimuiry, for the gencrul
public. nnd for sherlockiams here and
abroad. Among the expeciad
consequences for conferees, onc
anticipared result can be [ound in the
words of the eminent Peter E. Blan: T
like: 1o divide (ke world into veo
proups Those wlo have read the
Sherfock Holmes storbes, and those
wha =dll.”



