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Customizing EAD Templates Used in XMetaL

Templates created in XMetaL can be enhanced by providing additional or expanded replaceable text in the Tags-On view. Replaceable text can be highlighted with a click and replaced by typing. Use it to provide short examples or reminders for encoders.

In XMetaL: 

· Select File(Open and choose the desired template. You will see the name of the template on the top left hand of screen, e.g. umntemplate.xml

· Change to the Plain Text view (in which you see all the raw XML code). 

· In XMetal, replaceable text is created using processing instructions. All processing instructions begin with <? and end with ?>. An example of a replaceable text processing instruction can be seen in the highlighted portion of the example below: 

<date><?xm-replace_text {date}?></date>

You can modify the set of characters between the word ‘text’ and the question mark, including the curly brackets.  The example above will display in the Tags-On view as:
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{date} 
where {date} is replaceable text.

· You can modify by typing in additional text. For example:

<date><?xm-replace_text {date of encoding}?></date>

Or adding more complete instructions for the encoder. For example in a Scope and Content Note you might change:

<p><?xm-replace_text {p}?></p>


to

<p><?xm-replace_text {Include here a short paragraph describing the contents of the collection in narrative form.}?></p>

Or copying and pasting/creating new replaceable text wherever text entry is allowed.
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