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Customizing Fonts and Colors in XMetal:
EAD Styles (.css file) and Rules (.ctm file)

Customizing fonts and colors for replaceable text and tags in the XMetal Tags On view provides useful visual cues for encoders. 

Replaceable Text – ead.css file
To change font color, background color, font type or font size of replaceable text in the XMetal Tags On view, you will need to modify the processing instructions style in the ead.css file. It may be located in the Corel Folder( XMetaL( Author( Display.

Please note that the ead.css file is not directly associated with a specific EAD template, so changes will impact the display of all EAD documents viewed using the local copy of XMetal.

Font color & background color

The ead.css file is a style sheet that includes instructions, or styles, for displaying EAD documents in XMetal. The default style for displaying replaceable text looks like this:

$PROCINS {

  color: black;

  background-color: #c0c0c0;

}

The resulting replaceable text for any processing instruction will have black letters and a grey background, like this:
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{date}
The example above shows color being described in two ways: with a word representing a color (black), or with a six letter/number preceded by a pound sign, called a hexadecimal code (#c0c0c0). Color can also be described using a RGB code, represented by a set of three numbers separated by commas, enclosed in parentheses, and preceded by ‘rgb’. For example, rgb (255,0,0) is the RGB code for red.

You can use any one of these methods to designate your text and background color choices. Just make sure that you put a semicolon at the end as shown below.

Three ways of representing red:

word:


red;

RGB code:

rgb (255,0,0);

hexadecimal code:
#ff0000;

Please note that not all of the words representing colors that you find on the web will work. One source for colors and their hexadecimal codes is available on the web at: http://www.htmlhelpcentral.com/hexcolors.html. Other sources can be found by searching the web for "Hexadecimal Color Chart" using Google or another search engine.

Font type & font size

You can change the font type and font size of replaceable text by making additions to the default style for displaying replaceable text. For example:

$PROCINS {

  color: black;

  background-color: #c0c0c0;

  font-family: "Arial Black";

  font-size: 14pt;

}

Font type can be represented using a specific font name, such as "Times New Roman," or "Arial." Font names containing spaces must be quoted, with either single or double quotes.  Any font that is available on your local system will work.  If you're not sure what fonts are available, check the list of fonts on your word processing program.  If you designate a font that is not available on your local system, XMetal will ignore it and use the default.

Font size can be represented in several ways, but the most familiar may be absolute size, e.g. 14pt. It is also possible to make the size of the font relative to the size of the other fonts used, by using percentages (150%), or words (xx-small, x-small, small, medium, large, x-large, xx-large).

Tag Colors – ead.ctm file
To change background color for the tags that display in the XMetal Tags On view, you need to modify the ead.ctm file. It may be located in the Corel Folder( XMetaL( Author( Rules.

For example, to add color to the c04 tag, scroll down the document to the following set of instructions: 

<ElementProperties>

      <Name>c04</Name>

      <ShortDescription>C04 Title</ShortDescription>

      <LongDescription>C04 Title</LongDescription>

      <PrettyPrintOptions>

        <NewLineBeforeStartTag/>

        <NewLineBeforeEndTag/>

        <IndentContent/>

      </PrettyPrintOptions>

    </ElementProperties>

You will note that the instructions for the c03, c02, etc. tags have a line before <PrettyPrintOptions> that includes a hexadecimal color code, like this: 



<TagColor>B2D3FF</TagColor>

You can simply add a similar line in the c04 instructions.  The example below will give you a blue c04 tag.

<ElementProperties>

      <Name>c04</Name>

      <ShortDescription>C04 Title</ShortDescription>

      <LongDescription>C04 Title</LongDescription>

                             <TagColor>B2D3FF</TagColor>

      <PrettyPrintOptions>

        <NewLineBeforeStartTag/>

        <NewLineBeforeEndTag/>

        <IndentContent/>

      </PrettyPrintOptions>

    </ElementProperties>
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